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The beautiful 450SLC that Nicky Porter used 40 years ago on the 

Lombard RAC Rally and the team including the Doggarts brothers 
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Club nights October to December 

 

Durham Auto Club now meet every Wednesday at 8:00pm at the Honest Lawyer Hotel (see address and web 

link below). 

Honest Lawyer Hotel, Croxdale Bridge, Croxdale, Durham, DH1 3SP. 

http://www.strhotels.co.uk/honest-lawyer-hotel/ 

Durham Auto club Website  

http://www.durhamautoclub.co.uk 

                           

Forthcoming Events 

 

2017 Calendar 

OCTOBER 
 
27th     TEES GROUP QUIZ    hosted by DAC  Stockton Bowling Club, more 

details to follow. 

NOVEMBER 

Wednesday 8th November - COMMITTEE MEETING 

other event TBC - possibly an EVENING with 'The Petches' 

DECEMBER 

Wednesday 13th December - COMMITTEE MEETING 

dates to confirm for December to include TALK by JULIAN PORTER 

  
Front Page 

The Doggarts Lombard RAC Rally Team members – left to right 

Nicky Porter, Mike Whiley, Neville Anderson, Mercedes 450 SLC, Jamie Doggart, John 

Parker, Sandy Doggart and Geoff Anderson.  Missing from the reunion are Neville Wright 

and long-time DAC member Geoff Morson 

http://www.strhotels.co.uk/honest-lawyer-hotel/


Editorial 

First of all, many congratulations to our esteemed Chairman, Andy Brown who has very 

deservingly won the AS Performance North of England Tarmacadam Championship.  That’s two 

titles in two years, something that Andy and the club can be very proud of. Added to the success 

of Andy, John Nicholson has won the HRCR Motorscope Northern Historic Asphalt Rally 

Championship I’m sure that there will be further successes for other club members this year, and it 

only goes to show what a competitive club Durham Automobile Club continues to be.   

Could I ask for your help and assistance please?  If you are a club member and you are not 

receiving a copy of Torque Talk by email from me (perhaps you are getting it forwarded or going 

onto the website) would you please forward me your up to date email address.  When I send out 

the mag, I get a load of reports saying that the mail couldn’t be delivered or that the address is 

unknown.  Whilst I have tried to make an educated guess as to what the email address should be 

in some cases, it’s just not feasible to do this for every address, and the time it takes is totally out 

of proportion to the result.  Just send your updated details to dacveterans@gmail.com and I will do 

the rest. 

Again it’s been an interesting month!  Firstly was the trip down to Spain in the “Old Merc”  There is 

a report later on in the mag about this, but I must admit that I had my doubts about the wisdom of 

taking an eighteen year old 170k mile car on such a journey.  I should have been more trusting as 

the car never missed a beat the whole journey!  I have to say that this old car has served us so 

well over the past few years, that I just couldn’t face selling it.  If I said in a sentimental sort of way 

that the car has now been retired to a sunny climate and occasional use you would think I was 

going soft, but that’s how it feels.  I even paid the little extra to have it under cover next to Alicante 

Airport.  Hopefully, our next trip will be rewarded with a set of Spanish number plates and a 

Spanish registration document, but nothing is ever that straight forward when doing anything like 

that in Spain! 

Another highlight was being invited by Nicky and Wendy to the fortieth anniversary of Nicky 

competing on the Lombard RAC rally in a Mercedes 450 SLC.  I have always loved these cars 

ever since a neighbour had one many years ago.  They are a beautiful car but I had forgotten just 

how long and wide the car is.  That must have taken some skill to pilot round the forests of Great 

Britain when the RAC Rally was a proper event.  It was also good to catch up with a few familiar 

faces from long ago and swap stories and anecdotes.  Whilst I wasn’t a part of Nicky’s efforts all 

those years ago (I was with Fred Henderson and the CCC Chevette – had some fantastic times 

there as well!) It was an honour for Trace and I to be included in this anniversary.  As an aside, it 

was also interesting to meet the two brothers who used to own Doggarts Department Stores who 

sponsored Nicky’s efforts in the SLC.  When I was very young, a trip to Doggarts in the Market 

Place in Durham (where Boots is now) was a bit of a treat, and I will never forget the vacuum cash 

transport system – that was a pretty neat piece of engineering too! 

During the get together at Nicky Porter’s Oakley Service Station, I had a good chat with Mike 

Whiley, who was Chairman of DAC when I first joined (or was it John Coxon?)  either way it was 

great to catch up.  Our reminiscing turned to the Dinner Dance that used to be held, which at that 

time was as big an event as any of the motorsport events held through the year.  We had some 

great fun and I well remember the destruction of a light at the Red Lion in Chester le Street by an 

errant champagne cork and a few members looking the worse for wear.  It was a great opportunity 

for the lasses to dress up, and the lads to don the Dinner Jacket.  I know from Andy that reaction 

to having a Dinner Dance has been a bit muted, but could I suggest at least giving it a go? 

mailto:dacveterans@gmail.com


Additionally, if you have, or know of anyone with any of the old DAC Trophies, it would be great if 

we could get them back.  One of them, the Lant Mawson (or something like that!) was THE award 

to be presented with, and somewhere down the line all trace has been lost of it.  Hopefully 

someone can shed some light on the whereabouts of some of the old trophies which are an 

integral part of the Durham Automobile Club history.  As far as Mike is concerned, I hope to catch 

up again with him soon, what a raconteur! 

So we are reaching the climax of a few motorsport series, and we have a new BTCC champion in 

Ash Sutton in the Subaru Levorg.  This is a fantastic result after only two years involvement for 

Subaru in the series.  I think the end of this season marked the “changing of the guard” as far as 

drivers are concerned.  As with just about all forms of motorsport, old drivers retire and new 

drivers arrive (what some people call “churn”) and I think we have just witnessed this in the BTCC.  

It’s been a great year in the BTCC, however it has been overshadowed by the injuries sustained to 

drivers during the Croft round (all drivers are making progress, some better than others) and some 

really dubious driving standards.  I hope that next year we have another great season, without the 

injuries and close hard racing without the barging that has become commonplace. 

Another series that has had its final race of 2017 is the British Superbikes.  Shane Byrne 

successfully defended his title in fine style at Brands, having been trailing behind Leon Haslam for 

most of the year.  However what I will take from the final races wasn’t that Byrne won and Haslam 

had a horrific 170mph accident in the final race.  It was that having sustained a broken leg, ankle 

and thumb (it could have been much worse) he was helped onto the grid to shake hands and 

congratulate Byrne before leaving for hospital.  Whilst clearly in a great deal of pain, what a 

fantastic sporting gesture that was.  It makes a mockery of some of the other “sportsmen” who 

suffer a trip or fall on, for example, the football field!   How often have you seen a player roll about 

in abject pain, be stretchered off, only to return a few minutes later when the “magic sponge” has 

taken effect!  They build them tough in motorsport!!! 

I must admit I’m getting more and more into rallying again.  Having been to the rally Deutschland 

earlier in the year, I have been following progress in this year’s championship for the first time in a 

long time.  I love the latest cars, which seem to be as fast - or faster than Group B of old, and it’s 

great to see so many highly talented drivers using these cars to such great effect.  However, all 

this comes at a cost, which is way beyond the means of all but the richest enthusiast.  Years ago, 

it was possible to build a Group 4 Escort in your garage, and compete at the sharp end (I 

remember Tony Fowkes doing it and being in with a chance of winning an RAC rally – 1974 

perhaps?) but this is now out of the question as manufacturer teams dominate and will always 

keep the best bits for themselves – irrespective of the cost.  It will be interesting to see if there is in 

the future something between the works cars and the Vauxhall Adam’s which we currently have. 

I was really disappointed to miss the Porsche 924 reunion meeting at Donnington Park at the 

beginning of the month.  It would have been really good to meet up with some of my old sparring 

partners, and it would have been even better to have been competing in the race.  I suspect there 

is no cure for my addiction to motorsport!  Perhaps it’s time to get myself a MRCV – a Multi Role 

Competition Vehicle!  Has to be rear wheel drive.  E36 BMW maybe? 

That’s it for this month, good luck if competing 

Marty 

  



Chairman’s report 

Last year I reported rumours that forest rallying would be taking a big hit leading to events being 

cancelled etc. But it’s great that things seem to be settling down and forest rallying is continuing. 

We have the Wales Rally GB, the Roger Albert Clark, Malton Forest Rally and the Grizedale 

stages on the horizon. Also last week Chelmsford MC has gained the first new permit for closed 

road rallying in England. So are we seeing our sport keeping its head above the water? Let us all 

hope it does. Don’t forget that time is running out for you to have your say over the EU legislation 

created by the VNUK case which may mean that all vehicles in the UK, even off road vehicles 

must have insurance. 

It’s great to see our members out competing and also winning. This year so far we have some 

great results for our DAC members.  

 Stephen Petch won the MSA English Rally Championship with Michael Wilkinson sat 
alongside him. 

 John Nicholson won the 2017 HRCR MOTOSCOPE Northern Historic Asphalt Rally 
Championship. 

 Andrew Fish sitting alongside Andy Beaumont won the NESCRO Historic Rally Challenge 
Championship. 

 Simon Jennings and Clive White won the NESCRO Targa Rally Challenge Championship. 

 Andy Brown (yes me) won the ASP North of England Tarmacadam Championship. 
 

As a prominent North East motor club we have had some amazing results for DAC members and 

it’s good to see this trend continuing. If I’ve missed anyone out above, please let us and your 

fellow DAC members know. 

On the club calendar front we have a few events to round off the year. Ed Todd has organised a 

karting event at Teamsport in Newcastle. This is a new venue and we have heard some great 

reviews. The entry is now closed as we filled the entry list very quickly. We also have an Auto test, 

quiz and navigation events lined up for Nov/Dec. 

I am pleased to announce that the club now has nearly 160 members (159) but I am wondering if 

we have your email details correct. I have only had 9 club members interested in our 

awards/dinner events we are planning in February 2018. No one has replied or contacted me 

regarding the roles which are, or will be vacant on the Committee at the end of the 2017 club year. 

We see on average 15 – 20 people at every club night, but we should be filling the Honest Lawyer 

every Wednesday night. It would be great to see a lot more people attend our club nights and 

support the club events and Committee. Please don’t sit back and think someone else will do it. 

After all Coronation Street can’t be as entertaining as listening to the stories from Fred Henderson, 

Chris Thirling and Peter Masters our intrepid traveller/explorer.  

Good luck to everyone who is competing this month, let us know how you got on. 

Andy Brown 

Chairman of Durham Automobile Club 

 

 



 

 

Future event 

CLASSICS  at the CASTLE 2018 

Sunday 15th July  

In 2018 we will be supporting the  

GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE 

More details to follow in coming months but if anyone wants to be involved as a sponsor, on the sub-

committee or as a marshal please let me know. We will hope to have 250-300 cars next time so will need 

additional help 

 

  



Social Secretary Report. 

Hello all 

Well as they say time and tide stand still for no man! (or woman).. 

Time is flying by and a lot has happened in October.... 

The 4th started off with Pete Masters Scatter and had a good turn out of some 9 or so crews, 

starting at Copley Chimney and finishing back at the Cross Keys Hamsterley. The weather was a 

bit on the rough side but everyone had a great time. I was ‘navigated’ by Steve in my Trooper and 

we had an eventful night and I think would have finished 2nd if we had not developed both a diesel 

leak AND lost all the power steering fluid and had to change vehicle before the final two 

clues...see report (if I have time to get it to Marty).. 

The 8th October SHOULD have been our twice postponed GYMKHANA at Ed Todds. The weather 

was finally right, the field dry and K because it was getting dark early on a night now we had 

changed it to a Sunday Afternoon so plenty of daylight...WHAT HAPPENED...we had everything 

sorted and still we had TO CANCEL AGAIN....TWO definite Entries and a couple of 

maybe’s...NOT GOOD ENOUGH folks! 

Time for me to have a bit of a rant I am afraid. We now have over 160 members ( a massive 

achievement for the club and I am sure Andy will have made reference to this somewhere in the 

mag) The committee do their best to organise different types of events from navigational events, 

auto tests, talks, quizzes and fun nights like the gymkhana or Karting or nights at the like of Fury 

Events. For most of these events we charge an entry fee of just £5 which covers the cost of an 

MSA permit ( Only the likes of Karting and Fury cost more but that is the venue cost and always at 

a much discounted rate through the Club) 

Durham Autoclub exists for its members who all share an interest in cars. Some members want to 

compete at a higher level and do so very successfully, the majority though have a general interest 

in cars and motorsport of a gentle nature, with a number of members now being interested in 

‘showing’ cars and others wanting to have fun or to learn about motorsport events and disciplines 

at grass root level.  

We would like all members to consider what type of events they would like us to run in 2018 and if 

you have any ideas please get in touch with a committee member or bring it up on a Wednesday 

night get together. We REALLY want to put on events that will be well attended. Members 

opinions and ideas are welcomed at all times! 

 

Coming up:   

Friday 27th Durham Quiz night – Inter club  we are hosting this but at Stockton clubs venue 

as it is more suited to this type of social gathering and has better food facilities! So far we have 

teams from all over the area and over 60 individuals attending.. THANK YOU GORDON for 

organising this. 

 

Wednesday 15th November  KARTING NIGHT which is actually fully subscribed I think thanks 

to Ed Todd for negotiating such a great price! ( but please if you have booked please let us 

know if you can’t make it!) 

 



Wednesday 29th November  A NIGHT WITH JULIAN PORTER – this will be 8pm at CROSS 

KEYS, Hamsterley. Julian will regale us with stories from the front line of WRC Julian’s great 

job means he mixes with top flight drivers and teams at all the WRC rounds and has intimate 

knowledge the public don’t have access to. This is our opportunity to hear what it is like from 

‘the horses mouth’ as it were. ( Julian came a long last year and it was an entertaining and 

revealing evening) 

 

WATCH THIS SPACE AND YOUR EMAIL IN BOX 

We soon hope to confirm a date and time for father & son Steve & Stephen Petch to chat to us 

about 25 years at the top in Rallying, both father and son having won championships in the sport. 

Hopefully Michael Wilkinson will join them and give us some insight in what it’s like in the co-

driver’s seat at this level. ( the venue again will be Cross Keys at Hamsterley) 

 

We are also getting there slowly in finding a venue to host 100 members for our club awards night 

and dinner dance and hope to announce venue date and cost after the next committee meeting. 

What I can tell you is it will be late January or very early February, PROBABLY  Bishop Auckland 

area and there will be a disco OR possibly LIVE music! And of course good food! 

LASTLY CONGRATULATIONS to our esteemed chairman Who has just won his second 

championship in two years....he is over the moon and now looking forward to receiving his award 

from n less a person than LOUISE AITKEN WALKER....some years back she was not only a top 

driver but also a real ‘pin up’ girl for the sport. I know for sure Andy is going to be well scrubbed for 

the night as he is looking forward to and hoping for a kiss just as much as he wants the trophy!! 

Pam 

  



  www.DirectCarParts.co.uk 

Proud Sponsors of the DAC Autotests, Car Display and Auto Jumble  

 

Did you know that we can supply the following performance brands? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discounts available for DAC members! Contact simon@directcarparts.co.uk 

Tel: 0191 3847803 or 0191 3849913  

Monday – Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm / Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm 

 

Direct Car Parts  

Front Street  

Framwellgate Moor  

Durham  

DH1 5AU. 
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A bit of an adventure! 

 

As I have previously reported, the old Merc has undergone a bit of TLC in preparation for a new 

life for it over in Spain.  I did loads of homework on how reliable the mechanics of the CLK would 

be at 170k miles, and it would appear that this sort of mileage is virtually nothing to them.  Main 

weak points are the crankshaft pulley (replaced three years ago) and a connector on the auto box 

(replaced two years ago when the oil pan suffered terminal corrosion!) Finally on the 8th October, 

we set off on a bit of an epic adventure.  Setting off very early, Trace drove down to Peterborough 

after which I took over and did Peterborough to Beuvais in Northern France via the Channel 

Tunnel.  I had wanted to get South of Paris on the first day but that was just a bit too optimistic! An 

overnight stay in a not so good hotel was enough to get us going again at stupid o clock in the 

morning.  Again sharing the driving, we did the 700km from Beuvais to Perpignon via the Millau 

viaduct.  What a piece of construction that is!  Perpignon to Daya Nueva on the third day following 

an overnight stay at the Villa Duflot Hotel which I can highly recommend.  We arrived at the 

apartment in time for tea at our local restaurant, a couple of drinks and a good night’s sleep.  

Three days, 1780 miles at an average of 33mpg which I don’t think is bad for a 3.2litre V6 CLK.   

Tuesday was a bit of a rest day before meeting up with a guy called Adam at the ITV (Inspection, 

Technical, Vehicle) who was going to assist with all the paperwork – and there is reams of it! – to 

register the car in Spain.  After quite a wait (you get used to that in Spain!) the car finally got to go 

into the inspection area.  To say that they were thorough would be an understatement!  It’s the first 

time I have seen an inspector using a tape measure to check the wheel alignment as part of an 

MOT type test!  I had a nagging feeling that he was determined to find something to knock the car 

back on, and so it proved to be the case.  The car has the right size of tyres, by the same 

manufacturer, but the speed rating of the rear pair is less than the ones on the front.  I thought he 

may have been joking, but clearly not, and neither would he put it down as an advisory.  Now it’s 

very unlikely that I would ever go much above the speed limit of 120kmh in Spain and the V rated 

tyres on the rear are safe up to 149mph or 240kmh. The W rated tyres on the front are rated at 

168mph or 270kmh.  Clearly even the V rated tyre would be overkill, but he was insistent. 

There then followed a chase to find a tyre stockist with 225/55/16 W rated tyres.  The first place 

we tried couldn’t even look at the car until 7pm (an option as the ITV station stays open until 9pm!) 

but then we found Manolo Ruiz tyres at Montesenos.  Their service was second to none.  Their 

receptionist spoke very good English and was very understanding as by this point I had my angry 

head on!  Within 15 minutes we had two new tyres fitted, and were treated to a really nice cup of 

coffee too though the Whisky, Brandy and Vodka in the waiting room was more than just a bit 

tempting!  The cost was a not unreasonable 60 Euros each, which included new valves and 

balancing.  It just really annoyed me to see two nearly new tyres thrown into the scrap bin.  I 

genuinely hope that someone rescues them and has the benefit of them. 

Back to the testing station and at last a piece of paper with a stamp on it – very important that 

stamp!  Additionally, there was a photograph of the rear of the car with its registration number, and 

he also took photos of the VIN numbers, especially the one in front of the driver’s seat.  On our 

next visit, we should be in possession of a set of Spanish number plates and a Spanish 

registration document.  However all this comes at a cost.  We had to pay for the ITV test, local tax 

and the equivalent of a purchase tax.  Interesting that they valued the car at 4k Euros which is 

significantly more than the £100 I was offered for the car in part exchange in the UK!  So the total 

bill would be about 1k Euro.  Add that to the cost of work done in the UK and we will have a road 



legal Spanish car for about 1.5k Euro – well worth it when it was costing nearly 400 Euro to hire a 

car for two weeks.  A similar car was up for sale at a used car lot for 3900 Euros plus you would 

have to pay the transfer tax and local tax and I wouldn’t have the knowledge of the car that I have 

with this one. 

Would I do it again?  Well the drive to Spain was ok if a bit boring.  The ITV test was a trial, but I 

suppose it wasn’t too bad really.  Perhaps I would, but I would really prefer not to! 

 

 

The “Old Merc” just before setting off on our adventure.  I’m quite proud of the paint job that was 

done on the drive! 

Postscript: 

As if to prove how fickle things get with the authorities in Spain are, just as I was finalising the 

magazine, I got word to say that the Padron we had (a document to say that we own a place in 

Spain) had been rejected and that we must apply for a new one.  Just as well we are going back 

soon when hopefully we can sort that bit and start the process of registering the Merc again! 

  



Nicky Porter 40th Lombard RAC Rally Anniversary 

Trace and I were invited to an event marking 40 years since Nicky Porter and John Parker 

competed in the Lombard RAC Rally in the Mercedes 450 SLC.  Whilst I was not part of the 

original team, it was great to catch up with a few familiar faces and also meet up with the two 

Brothers who owned Doggarts Department Store at the time.  It was a great afternoon, with some 

great stories of daring do, especially from ex-Chairman and life member of DAC Mike Whiley.  

How they came to get a replacement prop shaft from a new car in a showroom deserves telling at 

some point.  Maybe we could get Mike and a few others to give a talk about our exploits one club 

evening! 

I have to say that the 450 SLC looked resplendent in its original livery.  The attention to detail of 

the stickers and the finish of the car were just superb.  Apart from a couple of axle changes (the 

Merc was very hard on rear axles) a replacement oil pump when the sump pan got holled, and a 

change of auto transmission oil, the car is as delivered! 

Below are some photos from the event.  The Model 450 SLC in Doggarts colours brought back 

some fond memories for me when I was a child as Doggarts was THE shop to go to in Durham for 

something a bit special! 

 

Nicky (centre) with the Doggarts brothers Jamie and Sandy, sponsors of the SLC and Lombard 

RAC Rally effort 



Superb model and livery of the SLC in its Doggarts livery and Nicky and Neville Anderson try to 

work out who is in the photograph and where it was taken! 



 

 

 

 

 

Boris the Merc 220 named after Boris Becker the tennis player as the car was delivered on 

the day Boris Becker won Wimbledon 



The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale Bridge 

Durham DH1 3SP 
The hotel’s renowned AA rosette awarded Baileys Bar and Restaurant. Food served all day, offering a 

quality combination of locally sourced food, a relaxed atmosphere and friendly service.  

Menus change seasonally, created by respected Executive Head Chef Harry Bailie, with inspired dishes 

and hearty classics.  

Bailey’s bar offers a more relaxed dining option, where dishes such as the popular Homemade classic 

steak burger; fish and chips served, along with an extensive selection of beers, wines, spirits. Speciality 

teas and coffees are available throughout the day, along with a lite-bite lunch menu. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

  



Cheviot stages 2017 

After the Pendragon stages in late August, our final rally of the season would be the Cheviot 

stages over the military ranges at Otterburn. Rob was lying second overall in the championship 1 

point behind Stevie Irwin. I was leading the Co-drivers’ championship by 10 points. So the final 

round would be very important to ensure we both clinched the North of England Tarmacadam 

Championship (NETRC). As with the Pendragon stages we planned a measured drive over 

Otterburn ranges. 

In the six weeks between the rallies Rob had spent many hours checking everything on the car to 

ensure a trouble free run. The engine had been taken to Paul Gardiners where a leak between 

cylinders 2 & 3 had been identified and fixed. Many hours testing to ensure the car would run 

faultlessly as a finish on the last rally was so important.  

After the Recce and Scrutineering we headed off to documentation. As we entered Rochester the 

car spluttered and coughed, then stalled. Oh no was this a faulty Throttle Position Sensor (TPS) 

again? We managed to get the car fired up and we headed back to the service area and then 

spent the next 3 hours trying to trace the issue. We weren’t 100% happy but we think the issue 

was related to poor insulation of the ECU wiring from the TPS sensor. We couldn’t recreate the 

concern even after about 50 miles of testing with the lap top attached to the ECU. We headed to 

our digs in Bonchester Bridge with a lot of uncertainty in our heads. Would the engine play up on 

this very important rally which we had to finish? 

The format consisted of a 4 stage loop repeated 3 times but the last loop was reversed. Then 

another 2 stages added in at the end to bring a total to 14 stages. The stages were very green and 

slippy in places. 

We ended the first loop in 15th and after the second loop we were lying 14th overall. However on 

the start of stage 9, 400 yards into the stage, the engine coughed and spluttered. “Oh no” I heard 

Rob shout through the intercom. But that was it, it stopped as quickly as it started and we “cruised” 

over the final stage finish line in 12th overall position. Haa haa well ok we flew over the last stage 

finish line at a huge rate of knots and then the celebrations started.  

We met the Championship Coordinator just after the final stage and he congratulated us as the 

new NETRC champions. 

It still hasn’t sunk in yet especially as I won the SG PETCH Forest Stage Championship in 2016 

with Ben Cree. Two championships in two years is just unbelievable and it will take some time to 

get my head round it. 

I have to thank Rob for asking me to sit with him for the remaining 4 rounds and like Ben, I think 

it’s about time he joined Durham Auto Club instead of Malton. ;0) 

I am disappointed for John Nicholson/Kari Bates and Michael Farmer/Bruce Lindsay who failed to 

finish. They appeared to be having a good rally when they retired. It would have been great to 

have 3 DAC members on the final results 

 

Andy 

  



Andy Mort Tour  21st October 2017. 

It is two years since the larger than life figure of Andy Mort was cut short competing on the 2015 

Tour of Mull Rally. Roger and I had know Andy for many years and had worked closely with him 

on many occasions, most notably the night when Susan Campbell was killed on the Mull Event 

only for him to be the next victim of the event he loved on the island he had chosen to make his 

home. 

Andy was full of fun and always up for a laugh and lived for his family and his motor sport. The 

2300 Club who ran the Mull event for 40 years devised the Andy Mort Tour in his memory, we 

competed on it in 2016 its first running and made the trip across to the Blackburn Clubs home turf 

again this year. This time with another DAC crew taking part, Pam & Owen Frankland. 

Being a TOURING ASSEMBLY there was no official 1st 2nd & third etc as it was not a speed test 

but was on the lines of a jogularity as our practise event organised a couple of months ago by 

Nicky Porter! Thanks Nicky I did SO MUCH BETTER this year! 

Almost 40 cars took part from Porches and Subaru’s to Escort Mexico’s , a Kadette GTE and all 

sort else, including us in our tatty puma and Pam & Owen in their MG3 – given the weather they 

were very happy NOT to have been in the old MG TA! 

Breakfast was provided after signing on, we got our tulip road book, time cards and ‘supper’ 

vouchers. 

Off at number 10 we departed West Bradford village Hall at 10.10 one minute behind Pam & 

Owen. 

The first half was 64.9 miles with some 46 tulip junctions to be negotiated with  9 check points to 

be visited, some of which were manned and signatures required and some were just code boards, 

but you did not know whether the next ne was manned or not ensuring that everyone tried their 

best to arrive on their designated minute. The timing was quite generous. 

I did manage to call a wrong slot on a very narrow road and we had to travel a mile before we 

could turn around! Which threw out our total milage for the rest of the morning and I had to work 

just on the interval distances.. Unfortunately when we got back on track we were on a gated road 

and at THREE gates I got out to open the gate and the car beind that caught us up wizzed past 

leaving me to close the gate as well! So on that stretch I had wrong slotted and lost time doing 2 

extra miles then 3 cars got ahead of us at gates which resulted on that ONE section of dropping 5 

minutes arriving at the manned control at 10.50 instead of 10.45.   

Fortunately the cars that got ahead of us then we managed to catch and pass to arrive at the next 

control on time making up our lost 5 minutes..we arrived at the final control before the lunch halt 

on time. We had an hour and 10 minutes before we were due to re start... Again brain fade set in. 

After handing in our time card we were to go round a roundabout, drop onto the M6 and travel 2 

miles to Forton Services for lunch..I did not give Roger clear instructions and we were very soon 

heading along the M6 in the wrong direction!...Zap down to the next junction off and on again and 

soon got to the lunch halt where we refuelled ourselves and had a coffee to keep us going for the 

afternoon..we had left home at 6.45.am and it was now after 1pm... 

At 2.10pm we were off again...By now the weather was dreadful, the marshals needed more than 

brollies and windbreaks! It was blowing a gale and then some and the rain was lashing. We were 

getting the tail of hurricane Brian! Almost all of the raods were single track with very soft verges 



and little room for passing. At times though we did need to find places to pull in to either let locals 

and non-competing cars past as at times we had to travel very slowly to keep to our allotted time. 

At one of our short stops (actually useful for gentlemen that need to relive themselves), three cars 

that should have ran behind us went flying past, not sure why but they got to the control before us 

and made is drop a minute in consequence!!!!!!!! Argh!!!!!!!!! 

Any way got past them on the next section and made back my minute to be on track again. The 

afternoon  in total had 51 junctions and 8 time controls to navigate. 

On handing in our time card I was over the moon to finish on the correct time and the hic ups we 

had on the way were all within our ‘window’ so in effect we were clean so having been over 20 

minutes adrift last year RESULT!! 

Pam & Owen also dropped minutes here and there but again finished ‘clean’! 

In the finish car park it had been planned to have 4 or 5 gymkhana type games for a fun ending to 

the day and awards for the quickest in each game, but the weather and rain (which was still 

LASHING DOWN) had turned the car park into a swimming pool, the only bit not under water was 

used for a short blindfold slalom...Roger and I chose NOT to try it and Pam and Owen made a 

hash of it the MG3 not liking the tight turns ....So at 5pm we had a short drive of about 2 miles 

back to West Bradford Village Hall. 

We all got a commemorative AMT Finishers key ring, a nice heavy one. The village hall had a bar 

and we got a soft drink each and sat to relax until food was served at 6pm...Lancashire Hot Pot 

Pie and mushy peas to warm us up and then a salad buffet as well followed by apple pie and 

cream. 

There was a prize for the winner of the blind fold slalom, a couple of prizes for best turned out cars 

and all ‘clean’ finishers names were put in a hat with three names pulled out to win bottles of ‘fizz’ 

with personalised event  labels a nice memento. PAM AND OWEN won one of these so big 

CONGRATULATIONS to them. 

This was followed by a Forum chaired by world class navigator Ian Grindrod.  Daniel Barret WRC 

navigator, John Millington, ex world navigator and now working for MSPORT, Ron Beecroft, driver 

from the Golden Years of rallying and Daniel Harper driver and MiniSport manager. They all 

entertained us with stories from their careers, their outlook and opinions on motorsport now and 

the future, some interesting discussions and a lot of laughs ensured the day ended on a high note. 

It was a great day out through some fantastic scenery which would have been even more 

spectacular if the weather had not been so foul! 

The organisation was great, the craic was good a brilliant day, already looking forward to next 

year! Hope a few more Durham crews join us next time! 

The journey home would have been better undertaken in a boat with parts of the A59 having 

floods at least a foot deep and as wide as rivers! Though it seemed a lot drier once we had passed 

Harrogate! 

We got home about 11pm tired but well happy with the day. 

Pam 



 

 

 
  

Pam and Owen with their spoils of victory! 



OCTOBER SCATTER REPORT from Pam  OR CARRY ON SCATTERING! 

Pete’s scatter took place on a cold wet night with Autumn leaves swirling around in the wind. The 

start venue below the Copley Chimney could have been quite spooky if we had been on our own 

but there were around 9 crews out so it was quite busy with folk getting routes, checking maps and 

trying to stop cars steaming up! 

Roger was teamed up with Andy again so I was driving with Steve sitting in the important seat. My 

Trooper was just back from being serviced pre going up to Mull. (I had been told the very slight 

leak n the power steering return pipe would need looking at when we got back from Mull but 

because of the location of the pipe and accessibility it was a small job to replace the pipe IF the 

engine didn’t have to come out to get to it! But the mechanic was sure if I kept checking and 

topping up the reservoir it should last) – you know where this is going? Right? 

20 clues plotted had to visit 15, decided on route and off we went...BEGGER IT the First clue we 

went to we could not find and we were not the only ones who wasted almost 5 minutes! Never 

mind off to clue two and on route Steve slightly altered our route to take in another location to 

make up for the one we had just missed. 

At clue two we met with Gordon and Janelle already looking, but eagle eyed Steve found it first but 

meanwhile Gordon had legged it further up the road and we could not even see him, but being 

kind hearted before we left we  passed on some info to Janelle before heading off!  

By clue three we could smell something, thought it smelt like diesel but I had just put £60 quids 

worth in to fill her up on the way to the start...Keep going, we were finding the clues well now and 

travelling at a reasonable pace...some funny steam/smoke/vapour was now licking round the front 

end of the Trooper. Every time we stopped and the diesel smell was stronger as well.... 

As I pulled up to get the Clue after Burnt Houses and before Evenwood my steering made a bit of 

a noise as I put on full lock. SH**! Pulled on to grass and pulled the bonnet. NO OIL in the 

reservoir for Power Steering.. had some ATF, filled it up and debated why power steering fluid 

would smell like diesel! Shrugged shoulders and carried on but noticed diesel level dropping a 

bit!?? 

Two more clues under the belt and two still to go, time to spare as well so as we were very close 

to home decided to take the Trooper home and would finish in the red Puma. Parked the Trooper 

now smelling quite strongly of diesel. Tramped into the house reached for Puma Keys...not there, 

quick search, not there... Ring Roger & Andy... Where are you?’  ‘just got back to pub’  ‘Where are 

red Puma Keys?’ ‘In my pocket’........SH** - how many sets of keys does the man need he can 

only drive one car at a time!  ‘Why do you want them’ a quick explanation followed...Andy then 

said he would come from the pub to the house ASAP with the keys....... 

We took advantage of our 6 minute wait for a bit of a first aid repair. Steve had had a toenail 

removed a few days beforehand and the dressing that was supposed to stay dry  was soaking wet 

and had parted company with his toe. All the in and out of the car and paddling round in long grass 

ditches and puddles had resulted in very wet feet and socks! Shoes and socks off, dry dressing 

found and applied, dry socks found and shoes on just in time for Andy to bring keys.. We were off 

again and had just less than 15 minutes before we were out of time...  

Last two clues collected and into the pub with about 2 minutes to spare! 

 



What a night, the rain never let up but despite all our tribulations we had a great night ( except now 

worrying about the health of my Trooper). 

I think 4 teams tied on getting fifteen clues  Andy and Roger won it as clean in fastest time, it 

turned out we were clean I think in the slowest time so I think we were 4th but possibly 3rd ( I got a 

box of Malteesers!) If it had not been for our delays and excitement we would certainly have been 

second and possibly even 1st so all things considered a great night. 

Thanks to Pete for organising it and thanks to Steve for being a very able and accurate navigator! 

FOOTNOTE: A diesel pipe had come adrift and we lost all my diesel the next day just moving the 

motor a few feet!. The power steering pipe had split now and needed major intervention and no 

time before our trip to Mull. Ended taking another car and having to change ferry bookings 

etc...such is life! 

  



DURHAM AUTOMOBILE CLUB Ltd 
2017 Championships 

 

Stage Rally Results from 1st May to 31st July 2017 

If you have results that are missed please contact Gordon Dundee gandjdundee@gmail.com (note 

new e-mail address)  

Plains Rally 

Stephen Petch – 1st class B14 – 10 pts  Michael Wilkinson – 1st class B14 – 10 pts 

DMack Carlise Stages 

Stephen Petch – 2nd class B14 – 9 pts  Michael Wilkinson – 2nd class B14 – 9 pts 

Steve Petch – 6th class B14 – 5 pts    

Warcop Stages Rally 

John Nicholson – 1st class H2 – 10 pts Michael Wilkinson – 2nd class 4 – 9 pts 

Andy Brown – 3rd class 4 – 8 pts 

Nicky Grist Stages 

Stephen Petch – 1st class B14 – 10 pts  Michael Wilkinson – 1st class B14 – 10 pts 

Nicky Grist Acropolis Rally 

Stephen Petch – 3rd class 8 – 8 pts   Michael Wilkinson – 3rd class 8 – 8 pts 

Greystoke Stages 

Ben Cree – 5th class 2 – 6 pts   Andy Brown – 5th class 2 – 6 pts  

 

Points Standings 

Drivers      Co-Drivers 

Stephen Petch – 59 (67) pts   Michael Wilkinson – 59 (76) pts 

Paul Swift – 27 pts    Andy Brown - 31 pts 

John Nicholson – 20 pts    Andrew Hutchinson – 10 pts 

Steve Petch – 19 pts     

Ben Cree – 19 pts 

Ed Todd – 4 pts 

Clubman Rally Results up to 31st July 2017 
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Counting events are those listed in the NESCO calendar, and the points calculation is those used in 

the NESCRO Challenge 

If you have results that are missed please contact Gordon Dundee gandjdundee@gmail.com (note 

new e-mail address)  

Events run to date 

1 – Saltire Classic 

2 – Berwick Classic 

3 – South of Scotland Targa Rally 

4 – Ilkley Classic rally 

5 – Shaw Trophy Targa Rally 

6 – Lake District Classic 

7 – Northern Dales Classic 

Points Standings (numbers in bracket’s are events competitor has scored points in) 

Drivers      Navigators 

Simon Jennings (1, 3, 5, 7) – 230.0 pts  Andrew Fish (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7) – 504.4 pts 

Ian Bell (7) – 95.7 pts    Clive White (1, 3, 5, 7) – 230.0 pts 

Tom Hall (7) – 93.3 pts   Tom Hall (7) – 101.7 pts 

Mark Thornton (7) – 92.9 pts   Steve Brown (7) – 95.7 pts 

Peter Masters (7) – 72.9 pts   Tony Coates (6, 7) – 85.8 pts 

Gordon Dundee (3, 7) – 53.9 pts  Mick Stead (7) – 72.9 pts 

Tom Coverdale (7) – 30.09 pts  Alistair Dundee (3, 7) – 53.9 pts 

Roger Broom (7) – 10.0 pts   Pam Broom (7) – 10.0 pts 

Stuart Layton (7) – 5.0 pts 

 

Future Events 

13th August – Blue Streak Targa Rally 

3rd September – Wearside Classic 

17th September – Doonhamer Classic Rally 

7th October – Devils Own Clubman rally 
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15th October – Solway Classic 

21st October – Stocktonian Targa Rally 

 

Navigational Rally results 
 

May Navigational Scatter (organized by Gordon Dundee) 

1st – Kimberly Richmond – Peter Gardiner – 17 pts 

2nd – Mick Stead – Ben Wilkinson – 15 pts 

3rd – Roger Broom – Andy Brown – 14 pts 

4th – Joan Wood – Lindsay Burnip – 12 pts 

5th – Mike Hudson – Tom Burrows – 8 pts 

6th – Lewis Thirling – Chris Thirling – 5 pts 

July Treasure Hunt (organized by Andy Brown) 

1st – Janelle Dundee – Gordon Dundee – 18 pts 

2nd – Peter Masters – Amy Brown – 15 pts 

3rd – Owen Frankland – Pam Frankland – 12 pts 

=4th – Roger Broom – Pam Broom – 9 pts 

=4th – Mick Stead – Ben Wilkinson – 9 pts 

=4th – Ian Burrows – Tom Burrows – 9 pts 

7th – Sue Sewell – Peter Sewell – 8 pts 
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 =1st Gordon Dundee 10 10           20 

 =1st Roger Broom   6 8 6       20 

 3rd Andy Brown 10 9           19 

 4th Mick Stead   2 9 6       17 

 =5th Kim Richmond     10         10 

 =5th Janelle Dundee       10       10 

 =7th Ian Burrows   3   6       9 

 =7th Peter Masters       9       9 

 =9th Chris Thirling   8           8 

 =9th Owen Frankland       8       8 

 =11th Simon Jennings   7           7 

 =11th Joan Wood     7         7 

 13th Mike Hudson     6         6 

 =14th Nicky Porter   5           5 

 =14th Lewis Thirling     5         5 

 =16th Peter Sewell   4           4 

 =16th Sue Sewell       4       4 
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 1st Gordon Dundee 10     10       20 

 2nd Andy Brown 10   8         18 

 3rd Ben Wilkinson   2 9 6       17 

 4th Pam Broom 10     6       16 

 5th Lindsay Burnip   6 7         13 

 6th Tom Burrows     6 6       12 

 =7th Janelle Dundee   10           10 

 =7th Peter Gardiner     10         10 

 =9th Steve Stockell   9           9 

 =9th Amy Brown       9       9 

 =11th Stuart Anderson   8           8 

 =11th Pam Frankland       8       8 

 13th Clive White   7           7 

 =14th Wendy Porter   5           5 

 =14th Kim Richmond   5           5 

 =14th Chris Thirling     5         5 

 =17th Sue Sewell   4           4 

 =17th Peter Sewell       4       4 

 19th Nicky Halliwell   3           3 

 
           From 1st May to 31st July 2017 

Points awarded here are those that Gordon Dundee is aware of, if anyone has not been credited 

days when they marshalled please contact Gordon Dundee asap. 

gandjdundee@gmail.com (note new e-mail address) 

5 Points for each marshalling on the Wearside Classic, Classic Show, DAC Autotest etc 

3 Points for organizing or marshaling on a club night Treasure Hunt, Scatter etc. 

1 Point for each day marshalling on any other event 
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Speyside Stages 

Lindsay Burnip 

Manx National 

Chis Thirling, Tristan Pye 

Scottish Rally 

Lindsay Burnip 

Shaw Targa Rally 

Gordon Dundee 

Northern Dales Classic 

Ian Burrows, Nikki Halliwell, Chis Thirling, Owen Frankland, Pam Frankland 

May Scatter 

Gordon Dundee 

July Treasure Hunt 

Andy Brown 

Classic Car Show 

Pam Broom, Ian Burrows, Tom Burrows, Nikki Halliwell, Sammie Halliwell, Mick Stead, 

Wendy Porter, Nicky Porter, Andy Brown, Peter Sewell, Sue Sewell, Stuart Anderson, Chris Thirling, 

Peter Masters, Gordon Dundee, Andy Egner, Ian Salkeld, Malcolm Sinclair, Mark Whittaker Smith 

Points Standings 

Gordon Dundee – 13 pts 

Pam Broom – 8 pts 

Andy Brown – 8 pts 

Chris Thirling – 7 pts  

Peter Masters – 7 pts 

Lindsay Burnip – 6 pts 

Stuart Anderson – 6 pts 

Nikki Halliwell – 6 pts 

Ian Burrows – 6 pts 

  



 

   

Officers and Committee Members 2017 

Please do not pass on these details to any third party without the persons’ permission 

This list will be updated as and when necessary 

Nicky Porter nickyporter@btinternet.com President 

Steve Petch.  Stevepetch@sgpetch.com; Vice President 

Andy Brown. aslscrat@gmail.com Chairman 

Chris Thirling. Chris.thirling@gmail.com Vice Chairman 

Vacant  Secretary 

Lindsay Burnip.                     Poshbirdincontrol@btinternet.com Treasurer 

Peter Masters                       Peter.masters@live.com Membership Secretary 

Peter Sewell ssewell15@hotmail.com Chief Marshal 

Pam Broom. Pam.broom@btinternet.com Social Secretary 

Marty Hall. martinhall49@gmail.com Magazine Editor 

Stuart Anderson. stuart@wilkinsonmaintenance.co.uk Press Officer 

Gordon Dundee Gandjdundee@Gmail.com  Competition Secretary 

Sammie Halliwell  Junior Representative 

Edward Todd. eddietodd70@hotmail.com General 

Fred Henderson.                  Fred@fredhenderson.com General 

Alistair Dundee ali-d-1991@hotmail.co.uk General 

John Nicolson. john@johnnicholsonfineart.co.uk General 

Michael Farmer. mlp_farmer@yahoo.co.uk General 

Michael Stead.                      mgstead@live.co.uk General 

Simon Jennings simon@directcarparts.co.uk; General 

Tom Hall. group2fps@btconnect.com General 

Roger Broom. Roggybroom@gmail.com General 

 

Torque Talk will be distributed the third week of each month 

Disclaimer:  
  
Articles and reports supplied for the DAC Newsletter are the views of the author(s) 
and not necessarily those of the Committee or other club members. 

 

 Copyright Durham Automobile Club.   

No part of this magazine/newsletter may be copied or reproduced without 

written permission from the Editor or the Committee of  

Durham Automobile Club. 
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