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DAC Dinner Dance and Awards Ceremony

DURHAM AUTOMOBILE CLUB

INVITATION TO
SOCIAL EVENT Wednesday 21st MARCH 2018
At Honest Lawyer. 8pm

‘VETERANS’ RETURN and MEET
A social night with Free buffet hosted by FRED HENDERSON.
The Club would like to invite PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE Members to come
along and enjoy a social gathering.
The aim of the evening being to encourage previous members of Durham Automobile Club to come along to the Club
and meet up with each other and also current members of the club. Last year 2017 saw the club celebrate 160
members, the first time since the heyday of Club Rallying and Events that DAC has had such a high membership
count.
Those previous members even though they might not be still active in the sport have a wealth of knowledge that can
be shared with current members. What was it like doing Club Events in the ‘old days’?Who got ‘big breaks?’ What
were the cars and the people like? Most people involved in Club motorsport now will agree that it was the events in
the 70’s that got them interested in the sport.
We do have a ‘Veterans’ Register, previous members who have a club membership at a reduced rate, that are
welcome to club nights and social events and receive the TORQUE TALK Magazine each month but we would like to
see this side of the Club increase. There are many previous members we have not been able to contact so I would
urge anyone who knows of the whereabouts to pass on the invitation and encourage them along to the Club.

VETERANS are not necessarily ‘OLD’!!!! just those who are no longer members for
whatever reason!
I think most will agree DURHAM AUTOMOBILE CLUB s a friendly club and we have quite a good social scene with a
good turnout most Wednesday Cub Nights and at special events.
LETS SEE HOW MANY ‘OLD FACES’ WE CAN GET TO POP ALONG AND RENEW ACQUAINTENCES. SPREAD THE WORD
AND PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY.
ALL ARE WELCOME.
Any questions give me a call on 07733 243 842 or email pam.broom@btinternet.com.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE
SPREAD THE WORD, forward this to anyone you think might be interested.

Club nights February to May
Durham Auto Club now meet every Wednesday at 8:00pm at the Honest Lawyer Hotel (see address and web
link below).
Honest Lawyer Hotel, Croxdale Bridge, Croxdale, Durham, DH1 3SP.
http://www.strhotels.co.uk/honest-lawyer-hotel/
Durham Auto club Website
http://www.durhamautoclub.co.uk

Forthcoming Events
February 21 st Karting night organised by Whickam
Facebook for more information
March

14th

See article in magazine, on website and

Committee Meeting – Honest Lawyer

March 21st ‘OLD’ COMERS NIGHT!!
(ALL welcome, members, non-members &
EX members!!)
Social get together and buffet night. **Come along! Its FREE**
March 28th Club Navigational Series Briefing and Help night
details ALL WELCOME
April

May

See Social Sec report in magazine for more

11th

Nog and natter

18th

Navigational SCATTER (Peter Masters)

More details to follow

2nd

TREASURE HUNT (Nikki Halliwell or Pam Broom)

More details to follow

9th

Committee Meeting – Honest Lawyer

30th

Navigational SCATTER (Gordon Dundee)

More Details to follow

Editorial
Well we are well and truly into the start of the motorsport season! New car unveils, testing,
finalising of team drivers, it’s all very interesting. Of course we have had a few events such as the
Jack Frost rally and our Durham crews once again did us proud. As part of the end of last season
and the beginning of this one, we had our AGM at the Honest Lawyer. My apologies for not being
able to attend this as I had every intention of doing so until I received an email regarding another
AGM that had to take precedence! However I understand that most things went well though there
are a few issues that need to be worked through. It will be interesting to see how holding the
committee meetings on a bi monthly basis will work out. I think it should be fine, and it is a trial for
this year. There is always the option of holding an extraordinary meeting should the need arise so
I think things are well covered.
There have been a few announcements that have caught my eye as we move towards the start of
the season proper. Most notably for me is that Gordon Shedden has gone to the new World
Touring Car series with Toyota. After so many years and three championship victories it will be
sad to see him leave the series, but like a lot of drivers, sometimes you need a new challenge to
keep the interest and passion alive. I hope that he does well, especially as his debut went so well
Williams Grand Prix opted for Sergei Sirotkin over Robert Kubica for their second race seat. It
would have been a fairy tale to have Kubica back in an F1 car, and would have made a lot of
headlines for Williams. However F1 has no place in it for sentiment. They may have been very
close in testing, but overall for the team they had no real option but to take Sirotkin. It will be
interesting to see how things go.
Talking of F1 (I know – again!) what do you make of the banning of Grid Girls not only in F1 but in
a lot of other series too. For me, a bit of glamour on the grid is all part of the show. I have met a
few Grid Girls over the years, and they were proud and happy to do the job. One in particular was
a complete petrol head who was extremely well informed about the sport, and travelled to events
quite often at expense to herself. I just think that once again F1 and racing has changed
something that doesn’t need changing. As for children being used in place of the Grid Girls, God
forbid that anything happens to put them at risk. The grid is a dangerous place, I’m not
comfortable at all with children being there in any capacity.
Plans are forging ahead for the veterans night on the 21st March, however I need your help! We
are hoping to have as many ex members attend as possible, and I am moving heaven and earth to
find as many as I can, however if you know of any ex members, could you please invite them to
the evening. There will be a free buffet, and some other bits and pieces to keep everyone
entertained. Please help if you can.
Later in the magazine are photos of the Dinner Dance held at the Park Head Hotel. It was great to
catch up with people, and Peter Sewell made my evening with a momento of the Dinner Dance
held at the Red Lion Hotel in Chester le Street in 1976. What a great night that was! As for this
year’s event, well I have to congratulate everyone for the effort put in to staging this event.
However I think the Park Head has seen better days, and they managed to achieve a culinary first
in that I had a totally underdone potato that tasted burnt! I’m all for holding a Dinner Dance and
Awards night for the club, but I would hope we could find a better venue. On a happier note, talk
about coincidences! In the excellent raffle, Trace won a driveway clean by Draco Cleaning
Services. Having just had some work done in the house, and a few drips of paint from when I

painted the Merc on the drive, the prize couldn’t have been more fortuitous! Just maybe got a get
out of jail free card with that one!
Thinks are moving apace with regard to obtaining a racing and private pilot’s licence! First hurdle
was a full eye test and I am pleased to report that despite evidence to the contrary I have very
acute eyesight. With corrective lenses (read glasses!) I only just fail to read the very bottom line of
the test and the smallest newsprint. All the other techie bits were fine too, so that’s a pass! Next
step is the stress ECG in early March and to complete a written ARDS (Association of Racing
Drivers Schools) test. Whilst I’m pleased up to now, it only takes one issue for it all to fall apart, so
not getting too excited yet!
At the last AGM, a long standing member stood down from his position after more years than I
would care to mention! Peter Sewell has given great service to the club as Chief Marshall and
also supporting the club through thick and thin. It was great that he was given an award as part of
the ceremonies at the Dinner Dance, however I would like through the pages of Torque Talk to
pass on my and the clubs grateful thanks for all his efforts. Thanks Peter!
Plans are progressing well with regard to Classics at the Castle and if everything comes to fruition,
this year’s event will be bigger, better, and with more exhibits and activities. Let’s hope that the
weather is kind to us again, and we have another successful event on our hands.
On a techie note, for those that are competing, can I flag up the changes to the fire extinguisher
rules for this season. Essentially, Homologated systems and hand held’s need to be in date and
servicing should be carried out by the manufacturer (at least this is my understanding!). Non
Homologated units can continue to be serviced outside of the Manufacturers service schemes,
however don’t take my word for all this! There seems to have been quite a few comments
regarding all this, and the advice seems to be that if in doubt, contact the MSA. This rule change
may seem a bit over prescriptive, however when I had the 924, the plumbed in system was
serviced every year by Lifeline. It is great from a peace of mind point of view, and let’s be honest,
Lifeline know their stuff! I know that there is a bit of a reluctance to spend money on safety related
items, but it’s no use wishing that you had spent the money when the car is full of flames and
pulling the handle does nothing! However, you do have to wonder at how many more rules there
will be to protect the motorsport industry, which to be quite frank, won’t have a future unless there
are competitors prepared to avail themselves of their services and the costs incurred!
Up to now, I haven’t had any contact from anyone who would like to take over the production of
the magazine in 2019. If you are interested, please get in touch. Ten editions to go and counting!
That’s it for this month, good luck if competing!
Marty

Chairman’s report
We are now three weeks into the new DAC club year and we have already kicked off our 2018
club activities.
We held the end of year Dinner dance at the Park Head hotel near Coundon and around 70 club
members and friends attended. I’ll not go into detail about the night as Martin has already
mentioned the night in his editorial earlier. But apart from the main course of “just cooked veg” and
burnt gravy the meal was Ok. A couple of Club members stayed over at the Park Head and the
rooms and breakfast were good as well. The raffle went down very well with some amazing prizes
to win. Well done to Pam, Stuart, Chris and their team of helpers for a great Dinner Dance. Ed
Todd and Mick Farmer looked extremely dapper in their Suits and Dickie Bows, definitely the
Smart Team. I however let the side down by forgetting my tie and joining the Casual Team.
Three DAC members attended the Hadrian Motor Club Quiz night and finished a great 2 nd overall.
Well done to John Ward, Mick Stead and Ben Marsh. Stephen Beattie also attended but joined
another team. Sorry Stephen I don’t know where your team finished but thanks for supporting the
Hadrian quiz.
We have a DAC Club social night planned for 21 March at the Honest Lawyer. Please come along
and if you know any DAC members who have slipped away from the club, why not try to drag
them back, as we want to increase the veteran’s register and membership. This year we will be
launching a veteran membership class and we will announce more details very soon.
The Club membership renewal is open for you to get your 2018 club card and as always the club
can only run with the support of the members. I know I keep saying this but where are you all on a
Wednesday night? We have a small band of regulars who pop along to the Honest Lawyer but it
would be great if more attended. The club calendar has been loaded onto the DAC website, and
announcements placed on the Facebook page and through club emails. If you are not receiving
any emails from the club let me know on durhamautomobileclub@gmail.com.
The Targa, Road/Navigation/Stage rally season have already started and in full swing.
The John Robson Historic Navigational Rally, Knockhill stages, Malcolm Wilson stages, Saltire
Classic rally, Hexham’s March Melee to name but a few are taking place in the next few weeks.
There will be a few Durham crews taking part in these events. Our club navigational
championship, will also start soon, so keep your eyes and ears open for these events.

If you have any reports or information you would like to be added to the Magazine please forward
to Martin Hall (martinhall49@gmail.com) or to the Facebook & Website page please contact our
new Facebook and Website Editor Simon Jennings simon@directcarparts.co.uk
Andy Brown
Chairman of Durham Automobile Club

SOCIAL Secretary’s Report
Gosh, where is the year going! We are already approaching the end of February and because of
the nature of my ‘proper’ job by the time Torque Talk hits your in box I will be mentally into April!
Scary.
Well since the last magazine the AGM has been and gone and I am sure there is more information
on that elsewhere in the magazine. Except for a few tweaks to the committee then it is pretty much
business as usual but I would just like to pass my own thanks to Peter Sewell for more than 7
years as Chief Marshal, he did a sterling job fortunately he is staying on the committee as a
general member so we can still benefit from his knowledge and help. John Ward has stepped
forward and his enthusiasm for the role and for DAC is great to see. For those of you who do not
know John I am sure you will get to know him soon. Thanks John.
Gordon Dundee and I attended an MSA seminar near Northallerton at the end of January, the first
I have attended for a long time. I found it very interesting and I actually learnt a few things! Much
of the focus was on the organising of events, the roles of officials, health and safety and incident
management. (There was also in the afternoon, a separate session for SAFEGUARDINGformerly child protection, which Lindsay attended on behalf of our club.) I have to say I was quite
impressed with the MSA officials that ran the seminar and the content, they explained some of the
thinking behind the MSA rules and how they developed and I ended the day with a far better
opinion of the MSA than I had when I arrived!
Some DAC members went to a club quiz in Gosforth quite recently and acquitted themselves well,
I won’t repeat information here that is elsewhere in the magazine, but thanks to those that
represented the club.
Our club Dinner and Awards night has been and gone, again a success and I have included a
separate piece on that.
On Friday 16th of February 6 of us represented the club at a quiz organised by Northallerton Clun
but held at Stocktons, bowling club, at Half way our Durham Duffers were leading, but two bad
rounds in the second half dropped us down to third...again I think there is a report coming on that
from Ben.
PHEW already we are busy.
I am now well on with the preparations for Classics at the Castle and more will follow on this next
month. For now the key things to divulge is that we were given a grant from the MSA Club
Development fund for equipment that will benefit this event and others.....£335.
We already have a number of sponsors in place for the Main Sponsor title and Class sponsors. I
soon hope to get entry forms and regs out. Posters and leaflets are available now if anyone wants
any let me know.
The NEXT club ‘event’ is an open night with free buffet at Honest Lawyer on Wednesday 21 st
March. Hosted by Fred Henderson the aim of the night is to encourage previous club members to
come along and meet current members..it would be great to increase membership of our
‘Veterans Register, past members even if they are not involved much in motorsport can still enjoy
the social side of DAC and can contribute a wealth of knowledge...More elsewhere in the mag.
Looking ahead some dates for your Diary!

Wed 28th March A navigational Night at The honest Lawyer, come along and hear about the
different club navigational event we will run this summer...Scatters, Treasure Hunts, Regularities.
What are the differences, what you need to know for each discipline. These are FUN events and
no prior experience is needed. You can bring along family and friends to see, join in end enjoy.
Friday 13th April – Darlington & District Motor Club Quiz at Stockton Bowling Club
Wednesday 18th April

Peters SCATTER – start and finish info to follow.

Wednesday 2nd May – Nikki Halliwell presents her 1st TREASURE HUNT – details to follow
Wednesday 30th May – Gordon Dundee SCATTER... again more to follow
There are more TREASURE HUNTS, Scatters and a couple of Regularities from June through to
September.
POINTS will be awarded at all of these events through the year and will count towards the Club
Navigational Championship...Everyone has a chance at winning an award for the 2018
Championship! The more events you enter the more points you get!
Usually entry into these events is £5 per car which covers the cost of the MSA permit and small
prizes for 1st 2nd and 3rd places. Finishes are usually at a pub where food is available if required!
There will also be some fun nights such as another outing to FURY EVENTS, a gymkhana or two
BBQ’s etc, so look out for more information in the Club Mag or via email.
Enjoy your motoring and motorsport in 2018.
Pam.

www.DirectCarParts.co.uk
Proud Sponsors of the DAC Autotests, Car Display and Auto Jumble
Did you know that we can supply the following performance brands?

Discounts available for DAC members! Contact simon@directcarparts.co.uk

Tel: 0191 3847803 or 0191 3849913
Monday – Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm / Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Direct Car Parts
Front Street
Framwellgate Moor
Durham
DH1 5AU.

Jack Frost 2018
After the slippery conditions of the Christmas stages, Rob and I hoped for better weather for the
Jack Frost stages. We arrived at Croft for Saturday scrutineering to thick ice and a few inches of
snow. We were seeded at number 11 but already 4 out of the top 10 had packed up and gone
home not wishing to risk their 4 wheel drive WRC cars.
We eventually started 7th on the road for the first stage on the Sunday morning. We quickly
realised we had the wrong tyres on when we had to be pushed into stage 1 arrival control. With
very little grip we dropped like a stone to 58th overall after the first stage. Was this déjà vu, as we
dropped to 59th on the first stage of the Christmas stages, three weeks earlier?
During service we swap to snow tyres and Rob said if these tyres didn’t work we’d be heading
home after stage 2. But the tyres gave us that extra grip and we set about clawing our way back
up the result table by setting top ten times over the next 5 stages.
Due to the conditions the organisers had already shortened the stages from 3 laps to 2 laps and
then cancelled stages 7 & 8. So we had to make every stage count to try to recover from our poor
first stage.
We pushed on and finally finished 18th overall and 2nd in class. Thanks to Rob for missing
everything on the stages and to Frank and Dan for servicing.
The story of the rally was the win of Barry Lindsay and Caroline Lodge. They had been given the
SG Petch championship prize drive in the Ford Fiesta of our very own Vice President, Steve
Petch.
Barry used Steve’s Fiesta to great effect beating Kevin Proctor into 2nd overall. The heroes of the
day were the marshals. They had to stand out in the cold, battered by freezing wind, sleet and
snow throughout the day.
Andy.

CLUB DINNER & AWARDS NIGHT Saturday 10th February.

WHAT A GOOD NIGHT we had! Those club members that missed it really did miss out.
The Park Head pulled out all the stops for ‘dressing’ the room and setting the tables, it looked
lovely.
The table loaded with Raffle Prizes was magnificent and those that donated prizes get a special
thank you at the end of this as they more than contributed to the success of the night. The trophies
to be awarded looked resplendent displayed on the old mantelpiece below a silver stags head!
Once everyone was sat down Chris Thirling said a few words to welcome everyone and go over
the order of proceedings. A three course meal was served followed by coffee and the sale of raffle
tickets. The time was flying by but shortly before 10pm Chris & I took to the floor for the
presentation of trophies. The majority of trophy winners had made it on the night but Robert
Wilkinson collected on behalf of Stephen Petch and Michael Wilkinson.
This part of the evening concluded with a presentation to PETER SEWELL for 7 steadfast years
as Chief Marshall. Peter has been chief marshal for all 7 events at Nissan as well as other
numerous club events. His enthusiasm and support of the club has been magnificent and we felt
he deserved recognition for this from the whole of DAC. He was quite overcome, as was vice
chairman Chris Thirling who’s first forays into the world of navigation had been sat beside Peter in
a mini...
We then held the raffle and some very happy people walked away with some very grand prizes.
Not so many people chose to avail themselves of the disco! Though I did manage to generate
quite a lot of ‘inner heat’ myself throwing a few shapes with Helena & Wayne!
Most people took the opportunity instead to enjoy some great socialising, catching up and
reminiscing with other club members that they don’t see that often. As you know when you see
people regularly at events there is not time for chit chat except for finding out how everyone is
doing!
BY midnight most were drifting off home, or for the ones that had opted to stay the night to avoid
the expense of taxis, then it was off to bed.
The general feeling seems to be the Dinner and Awards night needs to become a regular
ANNUAL event in the DAC Calendar as it used to be.
The Park Head was a great venue and I can see us using its facilities more often in the future.
Thanks to everyone who helped me organise the night, particularly Stuart Anderson, Chris Thirling
and Simon Jennings.

Pam Broom

RAFFLE prize contributors were:

Some photos of the award presentations

The Honest Lawyer, Croxdale Bridge
Durham DH1 3SP
The hotel’s renowned AA rosette awarded Baileys Bar and Restaurant. Food served all day, offering a
quality combination of locally sourced food, a relaxed atmosphere and friendly service.
Menus change seasonally, created by respected Executive Head Chef Harry Bailie, with inspired dishes
and hearty classics.
Bailey’s bar offers a more relaxed dining option, where dishes such as the popular Homemade classic
steak burger; fish and chips served, along with an extensive selection of beers, wines, spirits. Speciality
teas and coffees are available throughout the day, along with a lite-bite lunch menu.
We look forward to seeing you!

CLASSICS at The CASTLE 2018
I am pleased to announce that ENTRIES OPEN on 1st of February for this Year’s CLASSICS at
the CASTLE.

ENTRIES CLOSE SATURDAY 30th JUNE NO LATE ENTRIES
WILL BE ACCEPTED
( Or sooner if we reach our MAXIMUM of 300 vehicles)
!!!!! DISCOUNTS FOR EARLY ENTRIES !!!!!!
Again we will have availability for Autojumble stands. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you
have any questions or to request a copy of Regulations and Entry Form.

Blast from the Past this month is the 1983 Christmas Stages

Durham Automobile Club Forthcoming Event Calendar
January 24th

AGM Honest Lawyer 7.30 for 8pm Start

February 14th

Committee Meeting – Honest Lawyer (date TBC)

February 21st
Karting night organised by Whickam
Facebook for more information
March

14th

ALL WECOME followed by Buffet.

See article in magazine, on website and

Committee Meeting – Honest Lawyer

March 21st ‘OLD’ COMERS NIGHT!!
(ALL welcome, members, non-members &
EX members!!)
Social get together and buffet night. **Come along! Its FREE**
March 28th Club Navigational Series Briefing and Help night
details ALL WELCOME
April

May

See Social Sec report in magazine for more

11th

Nog and Natter

18th

Navigational SCATTER (Peter Masters)

More details to follow

2nd

TREASURE HUNT (Nikki Halliwell or Pam Broom)

More details to follow

9th

Committee Meeting – Honest Lawyer

30th

Navigational SCATTER (Gordon Dundee)

June

13th

Nog and Natter

July

11th

Committee Meeting – Honest Lawyer

July

15th

CLASSICS at the CASTLE

August 8th

More Details to follow

Nog and Natter

September 9th WEARSIDE TARGA at Nissan (more details to follow)
September 11th Committee Meeting – Honest Lawyer
Between June and September we will be having a few more Navigational Events including
Regularities/Jogularities and probably another Scatter and Treasure Hunt. We are also hoping to soon secure
dates for a Social Night at Fury Events and a Gymkhana. There will also be dates appearing for Auto Tests so
please look out for additional Emails and information appearing in magazines, on the website and our facebook
pages.

Officers and Committee Members 2018
Please do not pass on these details to any third party without the persons’ permission
This list will be updated as and when necessary
Nicky Porter
Steve Petch.
Andy Brown.
Chris Thirling.
Vacant
Lindsay Burnip.
Peter Masters
John Ward
Pam Broom.
Marty Hall.
Stuart Anderson.
Gordon Dundee
Simon Jennings

nickyporter@btinternet.com
Stevepetch@sgpetch.com;
aslscrat@gmail.com
Chris.thirling@gmail.com
Poshbirdincontrol@btinternet.com
Peter.masters@live.com
Johnward.mailbox@gmail.com
Pam.broom@btinternet.com
martinhall49@gmail.com
stuart@wilkinsonmaintenance.co.uk
Gandjdundee@Gmail.com

simon@directcarparts.co.uk;

Sammie Halliwell
Edward Todd.
Fred Henderson.
Alistair Dundee
John Nicolson.
Michael Farmer.
Michael Stead.
Roger Broom.
Peter Sewell
Vacant

eddietodd70@hotmail.com
Fred@fredhenderson.com
ali-d-1991@hotmail.co.uk
john@johnnicholsonfineart.co.uk
mlp_farmer@yahoo.co.uk
mgstead@live.co.uk
Roggybroom@gmail.com
ssewell15@hotmail.com

President
Vice President
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Chief Marshal
Social Secretary
Magazine Editor
Press Officer
Competition Secretary
Facebook and Website Editor
Junior Representative
General
General
General
General
General
General
General
General
General

Torque Talk will be distributed the third week of each month
Disclaimer:
Articles and reports supplied for Torque Talk are the views of the author(s) and not
necessarily those of the Committee or other club members.
Copyright Durham Automobile Club.
No part of Torque Talk may be copied or reproduced without written permission
from the Editor or the Committee of
Durham Automobile Club.

